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Kiaf Seoul 2024: Artists to Watch From the Highlights Section
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Ten artists are competing for three awards in the Kiaf Seoul 2024 Highlights section. We pick four who leave us
wanting so much more.

Jiwon Choi

Choi’s surreal paintings depict delicate porcelain dolls, engaging in daily routines as if they were living beings, while
they gracefully adorn entrances, windows, walls, draperies and artworks, their presence both intriguing and
captivating, and seemingly always scene-stealing. Choi characterises her work as a fusion of still life, landscape and
portraiture. Curator Jihyung Park, who is showing Choi’s work through This Weekend Room at Kiaf, says he loves
how her work compels viewers in different ways: “Some feel warmth and consolation, while others experience
tension and the uncanny. This complexity is the key to her work.” It’s a point reinforced by London-based Korean
artist Yeonsu Ju, who saw Choi’s work at the Park Seobo Foundation last year. “Instantly | was surprised,” Ju
enthuses. “l assumed the figures would be cold and distant, but it wasn’t what | experienced. It looked and felt like
they hold warmth inside them - like they’re about to wake up. It was such a joyful discovery.” And so say all of us.

Jiwon Choi, A Nocturnal Village, oil on canvas, 112.1 x 162.2 cm, 2024
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